“He Is Worthy”
By Mike Westendorf
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I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.
He Is Worthy – Introduction – Everyone worships something. what about Jesus?  Why is He Worthy?
Revelation 5:2-12 (selected verses)
Speaker: “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. Then one of the elders said to me, 
Congregation: “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
Speaker: Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song: 
Congregation: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”   
Speaker: Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang:  
Congregation:“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”
Part 1 – Jesus Humiliation
Opening Hymn: Go to Dark Gethsemane (CW 104 vs. 1-4)

1. (Children) Go to dark Gethsemane, ye that feel the tempter’s power;

Your Redeemer’s conflict see, watch with Him one bitter hour,

Turn not from His grief’s away; learn of Jesus Christ to pray.

2. (Congregation) Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned.
O the wormwood and the gall! O the pangs His soul sustained!

Shun not suffering, pain, or loss; learn of him to bear the cross.

3. (Children) Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at His feet,

Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.

“It is finished!” hear Him cry; learn of Jesus Christ to die.

4. (Congregation) Early hasten to the tomb where they laid His breathless clay;

All is solitude and gloom. Who has taken Him away?

Christ is risen! He meets our eyes; Savior, teach us so to rise.
Soloist: Thy rebuke hath broken His heart: He is full of heaviness. He looked for some to have pity on Him, but there was no man, neither found He any to comfort Him. (Psalms 69:20) 

Soloist: Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto His sorrow. (Lamentations 1:12)
Psalm 22:1-19—The View from the Cross
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent. Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel. In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them. They cried to you and were saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointed. But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people. All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: “He trusts in the Lord; let the Lord rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you even at my mother’s breast. From birth I was cast upon you; from my mother’s womb you have been my God. Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me. Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me. I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. But you, O Lord, be not far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 
Congregational Hymn— O Dearest Jesus (CW 117 vs. 1,2,5)
O dearest Jesus, what law have you broken
That such sharp sentence should on you be spoken?

Of what great crime have you to make confession—
What dark transgression?

They crown your head with thorns, they smite, they scourge you;
With cruel mockings to the cross they urge you;
They give you gall to drink they still decry you;
They crucify you

The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;
The sinful child of man may live in gladness;
We forfeited our lives, yet are acquitted—
God is committed.

Soloist: All they that see Him laugh Him to scorn; they shoot out their lips, and shake their heads, saying:
(Psalms 22:7)

Speaker: He trusted in God that he would deliver him, let him deliver him, if he delight in him.
Congregation: He trusted in God that he would deliver him, let him deliver him, if he delight in him.
Speaker: He trusted in God that he would deliver him, let him deliver him, if he delight in him.
Congregation: He trusted in God that he would deliver him, let him deliver him, if he delight in him.
Speaker: He trusted in God that he would deliver him, let him deliver him, if he delight in him.
Congregation: He trusted in God that he would deliver him, let him deliver him, if he delight in him.
Speaker: He trusted in God that he would deliver him, let him deliver him, if he delight in him.
Congregation: He trusted in God that he would deliver him, let him deliver him, if he delight in him.
Soloist says the insults hurled at the Christ: “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this man-made temple and in three days will build another, not made by man.’” (Mark 14:58)
“I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” (Matthew 26:63)
“He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” (Matthew 26:65,66)
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” (Luke 23:35)
“If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” (Luke 23:36)
Soloist: He was despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. (Isaiah 53:3)

Optional: Confession & absolution of sins; prayers
(Please take a moment to reflect on the words of the psalmist in Psalm 32:1-7, as follows.)
Speaker: Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Congregation: Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit.
Speaker: When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.
Congregation: For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.
Speaker: Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord”—and you forgave the guilt of my sin.

Congregation: Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found; surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him.
All: You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance.
Soloist & Congregational Hymn—What Wondrous Love Is This (CW 120 vs. 1-4)
(Soloist, a capella:) 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!
(Soloist with congregation, a capella:) 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb who is the great I Am,
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,
While millions join the theme, I will sing.
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing his love for me,
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,
And through eternity I’ll sing on.
Part 2 – Jesus Victory over Death.
Luke 24:1-8—The Resurrection
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” Then they remembered his words.
John 20:10-18—A Personal Account of the Resurrection
Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!”
Soloist: I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. And though worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God. (Job 19:25,26) For now is Christ risen from the dead, the first fruits of them that sleep. (I Corinthians 15:20)

Congregational Hymn—Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won (CW 145 vs. 1,2,5) or Contemporary version of I Know that My redeemer lives
Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won! Death no longer can appall me

Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done! From the grave, Christ will recall me.

Brighter scenes will then commence; This shall be my confidence.
Jesus lives! To him the throne High o’er heav’n and earth is given.
I shall go where he is gone, Live and reign with him in heaven.
God is faithful; doubtings, hence! This shall be my confidence.
Jesus lives! And now is death But the gate to life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath When I pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: “Jesus is my confidence!”
Soloist: Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. (I Corinthians 15:51,52) The trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. (I Corinthians 15:52,53)
Offertory during services
Part 3 – Victory for His people.
2 Corinthians 4:6-18—What the Resurrection means for us
For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed… It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

Soloist: If God be for us, who can be against us? (Romans 8:31) Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth, who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is at the right hand of God, who makes intercession for us. (Romans 8:33,34)

Congregational Hymn—I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (CW 338 vs. 1,2)
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest;
Lay down, O weary one, lay down Your head upon my breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was, Weary and worn and sad;
I found in him resting place, And he has made me glad.
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold I freely give

The living water, thirsty one; Stoop down and drink and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank Of that life-giving stream;
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him.
Revelation 5:2-12 (selected verses)
Speaker: Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song: 

Congregation: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 

Speaker: Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang: 

Congregation: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”
“He is Worthy” thanks and encouragements
Congregational Hymn—I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (CW 338 vs. 3)
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light.
Look unto me; your morn shall rise And all your day be bright.”
I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun;
And in that light of life I’ll walk Till trav’ling days are done.
Pastor’s announcements
He Is Worthy
By Mike Westendorf - Artwork by Emily Ebeling
Music from Messiah by George Frederick Handel

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Accompaniment: Jane Mose
Violin: Alicia Mose, Hanzhu Zhang

Soloists: Emily Ebeling, Mike Westendorf

Trumpet: Brian Braatz

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mike Westendorf is a Christian Artist/songwriter out of Milwaukee, WI.  He is a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran in Milwaukee and is the director of music ministry at “The Point of Grace” the Campus Ministry of the WELS in Milwaukee.  Mike’s full time work is in meteorology with the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and Innovative Weather.  Mike has recorded 6 CDs and has shared his faith through music and the word at over 300 events and services in the past three years to people of all ages through a number of musical styles.  For more information on Mike, his music or for booking information, please visit:
www.mikewestendorf.com
For information about the college campus ministry in Milwaukee - “The Point of Grace” please visit

 www.tpog.net
Emily Ebeling is an artist in Milwaukee, WI, and a member of St. John's Lutheran in Wauwatosa. She and her husband, Jonathan, own Ebeling Art Studio where they produce custom art works in paint, stained glass, and ceramics. Emily also offers professional photography services. For more information Visit:
www.ebelingartstudio.com
Alicia Mose is a member of Mount Calvary Lutheran in Menasha and is currently twelve years old and has been playing the violin since she was four. At age seven she was accepted as a student of virtuoso violinist Stephane Tran Ngoc, who team-taught Alicia for four years along with Arden Lambert of the Lawrence Academy of Music. She currently studies with Dr. Samantha George, violin professor at the Lawrence Conservatory of Music. She is in her fourth year as a member of the Fox Valley Youth Symphony and was the concertmaster of this year's middle level state honors orchestra. She has won numerous awards for her violin performances and for composition. Her goal is to become a professional Christian and classical violinist and composer.
Hannah Zhang started traditional violin lessons at the age of five and has studied under a variety of teachers, each with different backgrounds. During her high school years she participated in the Minnesota Youth Symphonies, and performed with the University of Minnesota Symphony Orchestra. Most of her extracurricular experiences revolve around operatic and theatrical productions where she played in the pit orchestras. Hannah has had the privilege of accompanying the WLC choir in the Christmas concerts, assisting in Chapel and Vesper services, as well as the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Christmas concert. Hannah also participates as a choir member in the WLC choir, and recently traveled to Europe in their international tour. 

Jane Mose began playing the piano when she was six years old and has been playing for worship services since she was thirteen. As a teenager she studied piano at the Flint Institute of Music in Michigan.  In college Jane was tutored under the direction of Dr. John McKay of Gustavus Adolphus College as well as Francis Schubkegel of Dr. Martin Luther College. She continues to play the keyboard for worship services at her home congregation of Mount Calvary Lutheran in Menasha and also sings and plays the guitar and clarinet with the church's praise team.
Ben Warmuth - Ben Warmuth graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran College in 2006 with a degree in Music Education and Performance.  After graduation he served as organist for Hope Lutheran Church in West Palm Beach, FL for one year.  In 2007 he began teaching music at Paris and Brighton Elementary schools near Kenosha, WI, where he currently works today.  He teaches band, choir, and general music.  He also performs with many musical groups, including the Belle City Brassworks in Racine and the 132nd Army Band in Madison.  
CD’s by Mike Westendorf and the artwork prints by Emily Ebeling are available

A free will offering will be taken after the concert in support of this concert ministry.

